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Ready. T, Wtel

“Firet”, “Next”, “Then”, “Last” storieg are a great way to get young writers telling stories. Even if your
child ig not yet very independent at getting sounds and words written down, they can still “write” a
story by dictating exactly what they want written (this is also a good opportunity to show them just how
to sound out and write down what they hear!). “Firet”, “Next”, “Then”, “Last” (from now on FNTL)
atories work exactly ag they sound: the story ig told in four main sentences, subsequently starting with
the word “Firat”, “Next”, “Then”, and finally, “Last”. The only addition would be an opening “Once
upon a time” sentence to introduce the main character, and the cloging “and they all lived happily ever
affer” sentence. FNTL storieg are a great intro to writing because they are told in simple steps and
provide a framework for your child (first thie happeng, then this happen).

This type of story is really helpful for sequencing and helping a child understand that certain things need
to happen in a specific order. For example, it wouldn’t make senge for the mermaid princess fo get
rescued if she haen’t been kidnapped yet. Thig also openg up the opportunity to discuss the main story
elements: characters, setting, problem, and solution.

Thig writing unit includes all the neceseary pieces to get your youngster writing stories! You'll find:

Story List - To recognize story elements, kids need plenty of exposure to stories. [+'s also just good fun
and helps foster their imagination! The provided list will offer great optiong for reading.
Build-Your-Own Story Element Posters - These posters will include easy to remember definitions
and will have epace for you and your child to add their own pictures.

Story Element Chart - A chart of each story element to fill in ag you read stories together.
Sequencing Books - Sample FNTL stories that your child will have to place in the correct order so
that the story makes senge.

FN,T.L Pages - Pages that have the keywords ready to go o that your young writer can get story
telling! Each page will also have a blank area for illustratione.

While this unit should spread about two weeks, there really i no limit, ag writing a FNTL story could
become a journaling activity for your child for however long you want. Algo, your child’s ability needs to
be congidered ag well. They do not need to spend a huge amount of time on it each day, or it could
become tedious. Here ig a sample schedule to follow, but feel free to adjust as needed:



Bui{d-seun-Own
Stong tlement Posteny

The following posters include an eagy definition for your child to remember. They are “build-your-own”
because you will be adding the pictures together with your child. The idea ig to find pictures of
characters, settings, probleme, and golutiong from stories that you have read before, or the ones you are
reading together now. Print them (or cut them, depending where you find them), and glue them to the
poster. Not only will this make the poster more personal for your child, but it will make it a lot
eagier to remember the meaning of each story element because the pictures representing them
have meaning, coming from stories they are familiar with. When necessary, draw or find
pictures that may not actually come from that book, but still represent what ocourred. As
always, use your judgment! Congider getting the posters started yourself by having one picture in
each gection the firet time you introduce it (preferably from a story they are familiar with), then add in
any otherg with your child. Be sure to go over the definitions with the posters when you read each story.
Here i one example of pictures (and explanations why) using the well known story “The Three Little
Pige”.

Setting: pictures of the pige” houses becauge that’s where everything in the story happened.
Characters: pictures of the three pige (and maybe the wolf) because they are the important people in
the story.

Problem: picture of the big bad wolf (maybe blowing down one of their houses) becauge the problem
wag that the wolf was destroying the pige’ houses.

Solution: picture of bricks or the brick house because the wolf could not destroy it, and go the pige
were gafe.

Make sure that each section hag pictures from a few storieg o that your child hag plenty of examples
to help them remember the meaning of each concept. Also, congider printing or mounting the posters on

cardstock to make more durable.







Se4uencing beoks

Orint the First, Next, Then, Lagt cards and cut them out. Next, print out the storieg and cut out the
boxeg g0 that each gtory hag 6 pages. Place the First, Next, Then, Lagt cardg in a row on the
table or floor. Take the pages from one of the stories and mix them up. Read the pages with your
child and have them figure out the order of the pages. Place beneath the proper Firgt, Next, Then,
Lagt card. Read the story through in the correct order, including the words “Firet”; “Next”,
“Then”, and “Lagt”.
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